Chapter Twelve
CHANGES DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Political Tendencies

IT is too early yet to say what effect the recent war has had
upon the problem of minorities; it is possible only to refer
briefly to certain tendencies which have appeared or grown
in strength during the last few years, without predicting to what
extent they will be of lasting importance.

There has been a considerable development in the movement
for Arab unity, which has found expression in the establishment
of the League of Arab States at the conferences of Alexandria
(September to October 1944) and Cairo (March 1945). Besides
this the Arab States have achieved full equality in the world
community, have become members of the United Nations and
are taking an increasing part in the work of various international
organizations.

A number of factors have strengthened the Islamic movement,
particularly in Egypt, where it is organized in the * Ikhwan Al-
Muslimin *, a group which already possesses a considerable hold
on certain classes and may play a decisive part in the political
history of the immediate post-war years. In the other countries,
however, this tendency is not organized and is probably much
fess strong; and even in Egypt it is not certain that it is more
than an ephemeral tendency. Its future, and more generally the
form which the Arab and Egyptian movements are going to take,
depends upon a large number of factors, both internal and
external, which have not yet clearly revealed themselves.

A

The Collapse of France

The collapse of France in 1940 had a profound effect upon the
spirits of many Christians and Jews. It was not only that those
Syrian and Lebanese Christians who had for so loog relied upon
tbe protection and favour of France found thesasdves face to
face with oew possibilities: as for instance the possibility that in
future they would have to live unprotected with their Moslem
fidfow-coentryniea, and incur the consequences of having allowed
tberasetaes to be used as an instrument of Western aggression.
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